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STAT - 11 November 1983
S STAT
MACNEIL: To analyze Andropov's first year and the meaning OI NIS prevent  Se¥Tu€ion.
y

we have first Lawrence\Caldwell, who was scholar in residence at th !
Soviet analysis for the past two years. He now teaches at Occident:lcégliezgriﬁe of
California, and is a staff member of the Arroyo Center of the Jet Propulsion
Laboratory in Pasadena. Dr. Caldwell, is Andropov, in your view, still running the
USSR? LAWRENCE CALDWELL (Occidental College): 1It's hard to know, given the signals
we've had about health. Think I would disagree with Jiri Valenta in his most recent
statement there. He holds all the formal levers of pover. Uh, there's no sign of a
challenge to him. We did have signs during the six or eight months prior to the death
| of Brezhnev that there was some maneuvering and Jocking... jockeying. We haven't had
those signs this time. So Andropov doesn't have an alternative at the moment. If

he's in 111 health, which, uh, seeams increasing;y apparent, uh, of course he probably

isn't running the show. But there is no alternative.

MACNEIL: How much of a, uh, of a leadership void would you say that there §s? .1
mean, they pointed, for instance, to thu, uh, the uncertainties and the different
voices in Moscow at the time of the Korean airliner. Did that reveal to you a serlicus
lack of leadership? CALDWELL: No, I think the only substantial signal of a lack of
leadership is the fact that Andropov has been out of sight. The only statements.wc've
had from Andropov have come in the press, and those probably come from the central-
comnittee. Uh, as far as the handling of the KAL incident, I wouldn't interzret -that
as a signal that he hasan't been in charge. On the contrary, uh, it cauil? v&gl nean i
that he was, or the leadership as a whole was trying to diszsszciate hir Fréﬁ aé -
irmidiete responsibility from what wes, no doubt, an erbarrassing incidrs,

MiONEIL:  Now otwviously we can't predict'how ill he is, szy how i1l bs s, 343 we

czn't predict hax long he rey live. Suppose he doss die sorctirs Wity i (ve r . fe
ronths or year., Are we in for a lonzsr period of unsariziniy?  Ho'li be r~;‘a-fé By
- - " SR il L.'_‘"

sorebody, presunmably, Is he likely to be replacesd by szastody who wil) mats &, a
who ‘will take hold of the lead:srship and hoid it for a long pericd of tims ér ére,wn
in for 2 series of quick succsssions? CELDWELL: If he were te die now or’if hi¢ wf?:
to becore incapecitated and, and be repizoced in ths shart rurn, thon almyast cerL;?n;“c
we would be in for ancther intermediate stage of the lezderstiip. The features iﬁJ;J
governed his succession, uh, the sort of institutionzl balznce among the KGB anﬂvzge
military and the party and the ministry on foreign affairs, that remains in plaép '
The people who are there who are the, his principal colleagues on the politburo ;;e
still quite aged. Consequently, uh, my guess is that if he were to have to step down
or were to die, we would see another intesrim leader. We're in a process of

succession, one that will continue for sore time.

MACNEIL: Until the younger generation... CALDWELL: Until the younger generation

And there aren't many of the younger gencration on the current politburo. The Soviets
that I've talked to, uh, had hoped that Andropov would be able to weather this
transition on his own, that he would be able to grab zhold of the policy levers, ur

to bring new people into the politburo, and that he would be the instrument of ého"
succession. Obviously if he's incapacitated he won't be the instrument, and we'li see
another one with a short term, I would gather. ' :

LONTINUED

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/23 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000100170012-1

|
|
|
|
|
!
§




